The last 
Monday in May is 
a national holiday. 
It announces the 
arrival of summer, 
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Sgt. 1* Class Joe DiCola of Region 
South and Sr. Master Sgt. Anthony Testa 
of Region North are NJDOT employees 
who have first-hand experience in Iraq, 
although they serve in different branches 
of the military. DiCola, who is a Crew 
Supervisor in Electrical Operations South, 
is with the Army National Guard, 253" 
Transportation Company in Cape May 
Court House. Testa, who is a Materials 
Construction & Maintenance Technician, 


Airborne Division, moving troops and 
equipment in and out of the northern Iraqi 
city of Mosul for several months. 

“My unit suffered no casualties, 
which is excellent, and only a couple of 
soldiers were wounded,” DiCola said. 

While DiCola spent most of his 
mission on the ground, Testa spent most 
of his time in the air. 

Testa, a Loadmaster on the flight 
crew, was activated from February 2003 


Electrical Operations South 


Petersburg Electrical Yard through April 


2004 in support 
of Operations 
Enduring Freedom 
and Iraqi Freedom. 
“For the first 
five months, I 
was supporting 
Homeland 
Defense missions 
under Enduring 
Freedom,” he said. 
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We flew into Iraq 
or Afghanistan — combat missions. But, 
for Iraq, it was air dropping the troops 
and heavy equipment like trucks, medical 
supplies and ammo.” 
Testa’s crew supports the Army. 
Continued on back page 


is with the Air Force Reserve Unit 327 Air 
Lift Squadron, out of Willow Grove, PA. 
DiCola spent two months before his 
deployment getting his company ready 
for the assignment. While in Iraq for 14 
months, his unit was attached to the 101* 
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NJDOT employees in the regions and at headquarters 
observed “Take our children to work day” on April 22. 
Although the activities varied, the goal of the event is to expose 
the children to the working world through the eyes of their 
parents and guardians. 

NJDOT employees saw the day as a 
great opportunity to show them typical 
workday experiences and to have them 
learn by observing and doing. 

North. Region North hosted eight 
children for the day. After a trip to County 
Concrete, Kenvil, where they watched sand 
and gravel conveyed, gravel crushed and 
concrete dispensed into the trucks, they 
returned to the regional headquarters for a 
demonstration of equipment by Electrical 
Operations. They also visited the Traffic 
Operations Center in Elmwood Park. 

According to Executive Assistant 
Jeff Spicka, an organizer of the event, the 
children were “wowed” watching the big 
trucks move around in the yard. 

Other organizers included NJDOT 
employees Richard Arnold, Bob 
Barretta, Horacio Edwards, Joe Floidia, 
Michele Fluker, Joanna Gerbino, Dave 
Hinchey, Susan Lackey, Elyce Lisi, Gabe 
Maged, Dale Morgan, Dennis Motiani, 
Ken Myers, Mike Pasternak, Mike 
Streeter and Bruce Wilson. 

South. In Region South Headquarters, the children 
explored the dump truck, a grade-all, an Emergency Service 
patrol truck, a training set-up from Electrical Maintenance 
and the fiber optic repair trailer. They watched demos in the 
CADD unit (Design Services), saw the traffic monitors in Traffic 
Operations, and learned firsthand of the testing capabilities in 
the Materials Laboratory. 

“They all enjoyed breaking the concrete test cylinders 
under 6,000 pounds of pressure,” said Executive Assistant Bill 
Kingsland. “All the kids seemed to have a great time and some 
of the parents commented they weren’t aware of all the things 
that went on in the region.” 


Intent on playing the Engineering Game run by Kathy Stewart at 
Headquarters are Ann Marie Ribeca (Margaret Ribeca), Allyson Jones, 
Abby Gerding (Bill Gerding), Kelsey Dunne (Dick Dunne), Leah 
Collier ( Shari Leichter), Danielle Cifelli (Connie Cifelli), Anna Sigle 
(Judy Sigle), Mary Rossi (Anna Rossi), Shawna Bugglin (Marguerite 
Ritzo), and Patrick Dunne (Dick Dunne). 


loyees take their children to work 


Amelia Uth, (David Uth, father) and Megan 
Strahle (Rich Balgowan, sponsor) try out 
equipment during Region South’s 

“Take Your Children to Work Day.” 


Administrative Supervisor Kim Morris had the lead for 
the event, assisted by Sue Draus, Jeannine Loughery, Betty 
DeMarco, Bernie Shaw, Carol Bove, Mike Tomeo and Denise 
Peck. 

Headquarters, Central. A regular “guest speaker” at 
Headquarters is Kobie, a certified search 
and rescue dog. Linda Cardell, Program 
Manager of the NJDOT Logo and TODS 
programs, who is also certified nationally 
as a Search and Rescue Technician 
III, works with Kobie to present the 
Hug-a-tree program for the children. 

“They can learn what to do if they 
get lost in the woods,” said Cardell. 
“Children learn easy survival tips and 
what they can do to help search and 
rescue teams find them quickly.” 

Organizers of the event, Lisa 
Webber of Human Resources and Janice 
DeJohn of Employee Support, also 
arranged tours. “The program consisted 
of one-half day tours of the Print Shop, 
Sign Shop, Traffic Signals, Heavy 
Equipment, Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS), Pavement Management, 
the Snow Room and the Environmental 
Lab,” said DeJohn. 

“They also played an engineering 
game — building bridges — which 
was run by Kathy Stewart (Employee 
Advocate’s Office),” said Webber. 

Cynthia Price of Central Region said that they would 
resume their regional observance next year, suspended this 
year because of the renovations in Freehold. “Some of our 
employees traveled to Trenton to participate,” she said. 

Refreshments were handled by Doreen Plummer, 

Mary Jane Kruszewski and Cherylanne Wilson. 

Chaperones included Charlotte Collins-Bowlby, Al Brenner, 
Mary Bock, Dave Bizuga, Stacy Brugno, Carla Calderone, 
Nancy Ciarufolli, Scott Deeck, Joan Everett, Al Eugene, 
Marty Fabian, 
Barb Flesch, Bill 
Gerding, Celeste 
Giancola, Susan 
Gresavage, Charles 
Henry, Warren 
Howard, Debbi 
Hutton, Ro Iorio, 
Steve Iorio, 

Bruce Hawkinson, 
Debbie Kingsland, 
Shari Leichter, 
Nipa Manias, 
Raymond Milam, 
Kim Mooring, 
Andrew Maevsky, 
Bill Piedra, Laine 
Rankin, Bruce 
Riegel, Juda Rivera, 
Mary Saboski, 
Tom Saylor, Sylvia 
Stout, Linda 
Turner, Rose Ward, 
Randy Whatley, 
and Lisa Zook. 


*+® Blue Ribbons 


Singer Jessica Simpson was a show-stopper 
but not a traffic stopper at the Washington 
S Township Wal-Mart in March thanks to Area 
Supervisor Robert Schiavone and Raadway Maintenance 
Crew 417 (Dan Mikus, Supervisor). The safety and detours 
they set out on Route 42 kept everyone moving safely. 
“NJDOT Operations conducted business in a professional 


’ Simpson appearance goes smoothly, thanks to Crew 417 


manner and worked to ensure the event minimized impacts to 
the motorist, both those attending and those not attending the 
event,” said local Police Chief Francis Burke. 

“Days before in Massachusetts Miss Simpson’s 
appearance caused severe traffic congestion, which, in turn, 
caused rioting incidents and extensive property damage,” 
he said. “There were no such problems here.” 


Crew 446 helps motorists in disabled vehicles 


__ Driving on a highway in a disabled vehicle is bad 
enough. Not knowing where you are when that happens is 
worse. Crew 446 Supervisor Lou Savoli and crew members 
Frank Schoenstein, Mike Ricci, Ron Lugo, Basil Baldino, 
Timothy Dilks and Sarafino Darco worked for 22 days to 


Procurement. 


individually.” 


Genovese 


Retirees 


April 2004 

William Mangan, after 35 years, Manager 2 Policy 
Capital Program & Authority 
May 2004 

Henry Conroy, after 35 years, Administrative Analyst 1; 
Domenick Billera, after 34 years; Project Engineering 
Planning; Freddie Heater, after 31 years, Automotive 
Mechanic; Gregory Rusnak, after 31 years, Assistant Crew 
Supervisor Hwy. Maintenance; Joseph Sacco, after 31 years, 
Supervising Engineer Construction and Maintenance; 
James Szarka, after 16 years, Senior Right of Way Negotiator 


NJDOT Supervising Engineer Frank Cocchiola Jr. of the 
Utility Engineering Unit, died recently. His uncles, Carmine 
D’Achino and Michael Cocchiola, his aunt, Mary Cocchiola and 
several cousins, survive the Professional Engineer. 

Emergency Service Patrol (ESP) member Earl Russell 
Flanagan died April 22 in Mount Ephraim. His wife Barbara- 
Jane, his son Earl R., and daughters Rachel and Laura, his 
mother Dorothy, and his sisters Dorothy Deich and Patricia 
DiLoreto survive the former Marine. 

Retiree Edward A. Supel died April 24 in Trenton. The 
U.S. Navy veteran of World War II, who served as a Gunners 
Mate in the Pacific Theatre of Operations, is survived by his 


solve that problem. 

Completed on April 8, the crew installed 600 one-tenth mile 
markers on Route 55 in time for the expansion of the Emergency 
Service Patrol. Motorists can now more readily identify their exact 
location when they call for help, cutting down on response time. 


Genovese has plan for procurement 


Chief Financial Officer Steven Hanson recently announced the 
appointment of Anthony “Tony” Genovese to the position of Director, Division of 


With 30 years of state procurement experience at the Departments of Treasury 
and Labor and Department of Commerce, Genovese has very definite ideas of 
how to incorporate procurement at NJDOT into all phases of the planning process. 

“For example,” said Genovese, “to buy a piece of equipment, we can help 
the customer develop specifications, then initiate and monitor the public bid 
through the Purchase Bureau. The last step is to help the customer with the award 
evaluation through to final delivery.” 

Genovese commented that this system works for non-emergency items. 

“Emergencies are a different thing,” he said,” and we would treat each one 


Offspring win scholarships 


The Credit Union of New Jersey recently announced 
winners of the 2004 New Jersey Youth Scholarship 
program. They included Christie Brennfleck, daughter 
of Gary Brennfleck of the Division of Aeronautics and a 
Chief Warrant Office in the NJ National Guard, and Jessica 
Jennings, daughter of retiree John Jennings. 

Brennfleck and Jennings, who were selected after a 
rigorous application process from a pool of high school 
seniors, will each receive a $1,000 scholarship to the college of 
their choice. 


wife Magdaline, sons Michael, Troy and Sgt. Thomas J. Kadunce 
(USAF) and Richard Caraballo, his sisters Ann Strycharz and 
Frances Messina, brothers Joseph and John, grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews. 

Retiree Russell T. Allen Sr. died April 27 in Pennington. 
His wife Grace, sons Russell R. Jr. and Jeffrey T., daughter Elaine, 
sister Ruth Lehman and granddaughters survive him. 

Retiree George W. Johnson Jr. died May 1 in Bensalem, PA. 
His son George W. III, a brother, Robert, sisters Helen Voorhees, 
Mildred McCurdy, Jessie Valetta and Florence Peterson, and 
grandchildren survive the Army veteran of World War II, 
European Theatre. 
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They moved 65,000 people, with more than 54,000 Army 
personnel rotating in and out of Iraq on Environmental Morale 
Leave (EML). His crew has moved many famous people too. 

“While deployed, I had the honor of flying many high 
profile people such as L. Paul Bremer, the Administrator of Iraq, 
Congressmen John Shadegg of Arizona and Pete Hoekstra of 
Michigan, and Senators Jack Reed of Rhode Island and Hilary 
Rodham Clinton of New York,” Testa said. 

“There were also entertainers like Bruce Willis, Drew Carey 
and his co-star, Mimi.” 

Other important military jobs are done by those who stay 
behind. For example, Region South’s Sgt. 1** Class Ed Szotak of 
the Army National Guard’s 253" Transportation Company has 
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“Day in and day out you work hard to make a difference in the lives of our 
citizens and those who travel our highways,” 
the kickoff event of Public Employees’ Recognition Month on May 4. “You are the 
strength behind this organization; NJDOT’s most valued asset.” 

For the second year, Commissioner Lettiere sponsored a continental breakfast 
for all employees in the Headquarters cafeteria. Manager William Bennett of 
Employee Support chaired the event. 

Committee members included Cora Sue Santopietro, Janice DeJohn, Meg 
Frampton, Leon Fulginiti, Sandy Hornick, Chuck Maciejunes, Zina McCleese, 
Chrystal Section-Williams and Vicki Tilghman-Ansley. 

Charlie Laurita and the Support Services Staff set up the tables and the 
sound system; Bob Donoher and PKR Catering, the Cafeteria Team, supplied the 
refreshments; Dan Abramowitz took photographs; and Reid Bryant made the signs. 
Zina McCleese, Technical Assistant Personnel and Chrystal Section-Williams, Administrative 


Analyst 2 make the final preparations for the “Employee Appreciation Breakfast” at 
Headquarters on May 4. 


said Commissioner Jack Lettiere at 


been deployed stateside since before hostilities began, spending 
one week a month getting other units prepared to go overseas. 

Dedication and pride is key to successfully completing an 
assignment. 

Szotak dedicated his time to ensure the troops would be 
ready for deployment. DiCola missed his own “welcome home” 
parade when he volunteered to stay in Iraq an extra week to 
ensure all the unit’s equipment was loaded correctly aboard ship 
in a port city in Kuwait. Testa, who is in the Reserves for the long 
haul, didn’t mind the 18-hour days. 

“As proud as I am of carrying celebrities,” said Testa, 

“T am prouder of carrying that body out of there because he or 
she needs to come home.” 


